
Dear parents/carers 

Information about Term Dates 2017-18 

As many of you will already be aware our term dates for next year were posted on 

our web site back in November. In addition, you will also know that, as an Academy, 

we are free to choose term dates independently. Recently I have received a number 

of queries regarding the dates chosen as they do not all align with all of those 

suggested by Walsall Council, and indeed with those of neighbouring local 

authorities. The key issues arise around the Christmas holiday and the other spring 

term dates. 

I have consulted with the Headmaster at Queen Mary’s Grammar School and we 

have agreed to amend our dates to more closely align with those of Walsall and with 

each other. The revised term dates for 2017-18 are given below: 

Autumn Term 2017: 

 First day of term: Monday 4 September 2017 
 Last day of term: Wednesday 20 December 2017 
 Half term holiday: Monday 23 October 2017 to Friday 27 October 2017 
 Christmas holiday: Thursday 21 December 2017 to Wednesday 3 January 

2018 

Spring Term 2018: 

 First day of term: Thursday 4 January 2018 
 Last day of term: Thursday 29 March 2018 
 Half term holiday: Monday 19 February 2018 to Friday 23 February 2018 
 Easter holiday: Friday 30 March 2018 to Friday 13 April 2018 

Summer Term 2018: 

 First day of term: Monday 16 April 2018 
 Last day of term: Friday 13 July 2018 
 May Day: Monday 7 May 2018 
 Half term holiday: Monday 28 May 2018 to Friday 1 June 2018  

Staff Training Days - School Closed 

 Monday 4 September 2017 
 Tuesday 3 October 2017 

(+1 day to be confirmed) 

 



I realise that families may well have booked holidays in accordance with the 

previously published dates and want to ascertain the impact of these dates changes. 

Please advise me in writing by Friday 20th January if you are affected in 

this way. I recognise that once booked holiday dates can rarely be changed so, in 

this unique situation, I am prepared to authorise absences that arise as a direct 

result of this decision to change our term dates. Naturally, I would need to see proof 

of the date on which the holiday was booked. Students would be supported in 

making up for the lessons missed. 

As to the earlier date for the end of the Summer Term. Taking advantage of the 

freedoms we have under Academy Status, the Governors of the School have 

approved a five day reduction in the School Year both in 2016/17 and 2017/18. This 

is a way of recognising the work and commitment of staff at the school who offer a 

wide range of extra-curricular and enrichment activities in their own time. 

There are increasing demands on all staff and the Governors are maintaining this 

change in order to safeguard the School’s character and to provide a rich extra-

curricular programme that will enable our students to develop the wide range of 

skills needed for success in their future lives. 

We are confident that the reduction in term time will not have a negative impact on 

the pupils’ education; on the contrary, our full programme of enrichment activities 

can only enhance it. 

Yours etc. 

 


